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Trinity won the 4A State two-speaker debate championship in January. Junior Bliss Baird 
and sophomore Justin Elwell-Cuddy took first in the tournament. They are coached by 
alumnus Wesley Cornett (‘03). Photo by Linda Werhan.

State champs 2015

Spring Vocal/
Band Concert

March 9
7 p.m.

Spring Play
“Midsummer/ 

Jersey”
April 23-25

7 p.m.

A Little Knight 
Music

May 8-9
7 p.m.

Join us Thursday, April 9, at 6 p.m. to hear Teddy Kriwiel tell the story of how God 
used Trinity students and alumni to rescue eight girls from human trafficking in Ghana. 
There is no cost to attend, but an RSVP is required. Please call 316-634-0909 to 
RSVP. 
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The Mathews family: 19 years at Trinity 
If you attended Trinity anytime 

in its 21-year history, you probably 
know one of Dianna and Roger 
Mathews’ kids.

The Mathews sent their first 
child to Trinity in 1996; the young-
est will graduate in May. For 19 
years, there has always been at least 
one Mathews child at the school.

Their stories are diverse:

Nate (’00) married alum Ce-
leste Tinius (’02). They have two 
children: Ashley (4) and Cody (9 
months). Nate is the property man-
ager for Legend Senior Living. He is 
also an eagle falconer, bee keeper, 
and raptor rehabilitator/educator. 

Pete (’02) is a West Point 
graduate who is currently serving in 
the Army at Ft. Carson in Colorado 
Springs. Pete begins law school at 
Creighton in May. He and his wife 
Caitlin have four children: Claira 
(5), Eli (3), Felicity (1), and Hayden 

(newborn). 
Lukas (’05) graduates from 

medical school this summer. He 
and his wife Allison live in Miami 
with their newborn, Boaz.

John (’09) is in South Korea, 
where he recently won the Korean 
National Football League champi-
onship. He and his wife Tessa are 
teaching English at a Korean grade 

school. 
Liz (’11) will graduate from 

Oklahoma City University in 2016 
with a degree in elementary educa-
tion. She recently made the U.S. 
National Rowing Team.

Jake (’15) graduates from Trin-
ity this spring and hopes to attend 
College of the Ozarks in the fall.

As impressive as their kids’ 
resumes may be, Dianna and Roger 
are quick to point out that their 
family was far from perfect.  

“I think our family gives people 

hope,” said Dianna. 

Nate’s story
Nate had been enrolled at 

Northfield School for eighth grade 
and was failing several classes. At 
that time, Northfield issued number 
grades rather than letter grades, 
using a 1- to 5-point scale. Nate was 
earning several 5’s.  Bruce Anthony, 
Trinity’s headmaster, thought 5’s 

were the top score and admitted 
Nate to Trinity. But 5’s were the 
lowest score. 

“We had no money. We had six 
kids. And Trinity saw a kid with A’s, 
but what they were really looking at 
were F’s,” said Dianna.

Within three weeks of his fresh-
man year, Dr. Anthony called to 
say there had been a mistake. But 
instead of removing Nate from the 
school, Dr. Anthony agreed to work 
with him and simply asked Dianna 
and Roger to make sure he got 

Jake, Allison, Boaz, Lukas, Celeste, Cody, Ashley, Nate, Eli, Roger, Felicity, Dianna, Claira, Pete, Caitlin, Tessa, John and Liz.



homework done.  
Nate was a good kid, but he and 

his parents had butted heads. Even-
tually, Nate moved out of the house 
and into the garage. 

Roger remembers discussing the 
situation with the school.

“Dr. Anthony said, ‘I’m going to 
assume it’s a heated garage.’ And 
I said, ‘What would be the point of 
that?’” said Roger.

In his first year at Trinity, Nate 
was a D and C-student. By his 
sophomore year, he was a C and B-
student. And by the time Nate was 
a junior, he was making all A’s and 
B’s. He graduated from Trinity with 
the prestigious headmaster award, 
which is given to students who 
make a remarkable transformation 
during their high school years.

“You hear a lot about negative 
peer pressure,” said Dianna. “Here 
we saw positive peer pressure. He 
went out for the swim team. They 
had all of these national guys [on 
the team]. But Nate could swim; 
my kids were always athletic. All 
these kids would do these fantas-
tic strokes, and Nate would do his 
freestyle, and the team was really 
good. So my son got to stand on the 
blocks with Michael Bruce, Cody 
Nath, Brian Smith, Corey Meek 
and Jonathan Berry. The miracle is 
[those kids] made mine swimmers. 
The other kids said, ‘You can do 
this.’

“Trinity didn’t close the doors 
on kids who were poor, troubled, or 
had issues. I never want to forget, 
because we are so grateful because 

it opened doors for my kids like 
nothing else. By the time Nate 
graduated, he really belonged at 
Trinity, and he was awarded college 
scholarships in soccer, social entre-
preneurship and art. He graduated 
in 2004 with a degree in business 
from Sterling. I cannot thank Trin-
ity enough,” said Dianna.

Pete’s story
Pete had been at the Interna-

tional Baccalaureate (IB) program 
at Robinson Middle School before 
enrolling at Trinity. Roger and 
Dianna described his middle school 
years as spiritually dead.

“He came home the very first 
day [from Trinity] and said, ‘Mom, I 
feel like I’ve been wandering in the 

wilderness for 40 years, and now 
I’m in the Promised Land.” 

Pete thrived at Trinity. He 
became senior class president and 
editor of the student newspaper.  
He was a part of the 2001 team that 
won the state soccer championship 
(he even played through a painful 
leg injury during the game). Spiri-
tually, he and three others started 
their own accountability group that 
continued through college and to 
this day. 

But Pete was also a parenting 
challenge for Roger and Dianna. 
By the time he was 15 or 16, he too 
wanted to move out.  The family 
was on vacation in Colorado when 
Pete decided he couldn’t take the 
family rules any more. So Roger 
took him to the bus depot and 
bought him a ticket to live with his 
aunt. Before the bus left the station, 
though, Pete changed his mind, and 
submitted to his parents’ authority. 

“It was hard for us,” said Di-
anna. “Our kids were strong-willed, 
opinionated, challenging.”

Pete graduated with a scholar-
ship to West Point, where he gradu-
ated in the top 15% of his class. 

Lukas’ story
Lukas was captain of the swim 

team, but took little interest in 
academics. An average student, he 
earned mostly C’s at Trinity. 

He was the class clown his fresh-

Roger: Tragedy and blessing
In 2001, Roger had a near-fatal traffic accident. He 

spent five weeks on a ventilator in intensive care, 12 
weeks in rehab, and the next three years having seven 
major surgeries. 

During that time, Trinity families stepped up to help. 
There were “cleaning angels” who cleaned the house 
weekly. There were people who transported the kids, 
people who paid the bills and tuition, and even people 

who cared for and homeschooled the younger kids.
“I had Trinity families [Bankstons, Berrys, Huener-

gardts, Castro-Millers, and Bruces]  adopt my kids and 
take them into their homes. I had them all over the city 
for about five months or so,” said Dianna. “For months, 
food would magically appear on the kitchen counter.” 

Roger recovered, and the family is still grateful for 
the outpouring of help during that difficult time.
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Nate and his eagle, Isaiah.
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man year, and Dianna got tired of 
hearing bad reports from his Eng-
lish teacher. So she went to Parker 
Uniform, bought a skirt and white 
blouse, and informed Lukas that 
she would sit in his class until his 
behavior changed. 

When she arrived at school, the 
teacher met her in the hall and told 
her they wouldn’t need her after all. 
His classroom behavior had instant-
ly improved.

By the time he was a little older, 
he too wanted to move out of the 
house. This time Roger didn’t try to 
stop his son.

“I said, ‘Luke, I’m tired.’ I just 
pulled out the keys to my car and 
said, ‘Go,’” said Roger. 

So Lukas left home. 
“We didn’t even know where he 

was living,” said Roger.
When conferences rolled 

around, Dianna stayed home. After 
all, she wasn’t even sure Lukas still 
attended Trinity. But Roger went 
anyway. 

The school didn’t know Lukas 
had moved out until they talked to 
Roger at conferences. The school 

gave Lukas 24 hours to get back 
under his parents’ authority or risk 
expulsion. So Lukas went home.

Lukas graduated and went to 
the College of the Ozarks. There, 

Lukas told his adviser he wanted to 
be a doctor. The adviser laughed. 
He told him he couldn’t be a doctor 
with a C-average. So Lukas began to 
study. He got all A’s his first semes-
ter, and then straight A’s the next 

four years. He graduated Summa 
Cum Laude with a B.S. in Chemis-
try, and will graduate from medical 
school this year. 

“When I tell people he’s be-
coming a doctor, they laugh,” says 
Dianna. “They just can’t believe it.”

John, Liz, and Jake 
The first three kids were war-

riors; the next three had a different 
temperament. They were as easy as 
the first three had been challenging.

“We think they mixed up babies 
at the hospital,” said Dianna. “With 
John and Liz, we’d fight over who 
got to go to conferences. They were 
just easy kids, and they thrived 
here.”

John and Liz were involved in all 
kinds of school activities -- Student 
Council, athletics, and more. Both 
were deeply involved in the spiritual 
life of the school, attending mis-
sions trips, leading small groups, 
etc. 

“Those kids were spiritual gi-
ants,” said Roger. 

Jake grew up at Trinity events. 
He was just two weeks old when he 

Last fall, John Mathews celebrated winning the Korean National 
Football League’s Super Bowl. 

John says getting on a Korean pro football team was just a matter 
of knowing the right people and having the right space on the roster. 
He was offered a spot on Samsung’s Blue Storm team as a second-
string defensive end and as a special teams starter.

There were only six foreigners on the team; the rest were Koreans 
who spoke little English. John says the language barrier made prac-
tice and coaching interesting.

“I found myself thinking back to my TA football days and wishing I 
paid more attention!” he said.

When compared to the American NFL, the South Korean NFL 
looks more like a friendly club than a competitive league, says John. 
The league doesn’t have much public support yet, so teams don’t pay 
players outside of sponsoring gear and travel.

Still, John says the year has been a whole lot of fun. His personal 
highlight? Sacking the quarterback during the championship game!

John: Korean Super Bowl Champ

Doctors in training, Lukas and baby Boaz.



attended his first swim meet. He 
watched dozens of soccer games 
over the years.  Today he 
plays soccer himself, is a 
wrestler, and enjoys pho-
tography. Jake  grew up in a 
busy house, full of siblings.

“Jake grew up with the 
party, and now the party is 
over. Now he does home-
work in one room, sleeps in 
another bedroom, and has 
his stuff in another one,” 
says Dianna.

Life moves on
Life is changing for the 

Mathews. 
“It’s a leaving of one 

thing, but the grandkids are com-
ing, and they keep us busy,” says 
Dianna. “I fully expect that some of 

them will be at Trinity.”
“We cannot say enough about 

Trinity. It’s humbling how they have 
supported us and given us hope. It 
has been an amazing springboard 

for my children who have gone out 
into the world. 

“We are grateful 
beyond words.  I want to 
humbly come before the 
board and just say thank 
you and present my 
children as a gift to the 
world. I want to give a 
letter to the board about 
their investment and let 
them see what they’ve 
done. You know, it was 
a good investment,” said 
Dianna. 

 “The best,” echoes 
Roger.

“I don’t want people 
to think we have it all 

together, because we don’t,” says 
Dianna. “But we have an amazing 
God we serve.”
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The Mathews family: 19 years at Trinity 

Liz will be competing this summer as a rower for Team USA at 
the World University Games in Gwanju, South Korea.

Capital improvements made to stage, lab
Thanks to several generous donors, Trinity recently added two new capital improvements to the school: fly rig-

ging for the auditorium and a new science lab.
Fly rigging allows curtains, lights, and scenery to be hoisted in place during a show. It eliminates the need to 

climb ladders while holding heavy objects. The rigging is safer, faster, 
and allows for some nice artistic enhancements.

The new science lab benefits students taking College Biology, 
College Chemistry, and College Anatomy & Physiology. It is a full lab, 
complete with countertops and sinks at every station.
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Alumni News

Lauren Kater (‘12) married David Berry 
(‘12) on August 9 at Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church. They are both graduating with bach-
elor’s degrees in May from Wichita State Uni-
versity and have both started working toward 
master’s degrees. 

Brittany (Loftin) McVey (‘09) and her 

husband Patrick have a 
new baby. Brielle Sofia 
was born December 14, 
2014. She was 7 lbs 15.5 
oz and was 20 inches 
long.  The McVeys live 
in Iowa where Patrick is 
working on his doctor-
ate. Sally Manlove Photography

Cambell James (‘13) married John 
Kahrs (‘11) and is now living in Hawaii on the 
island of Oahu. John is 
serving in the Marine 
Corps and Cambell is 
studying online through 
Wichita State Univer-
sity. The couple plans 
to return to Wichita in 
September. Photo by Joshua 

Ayers

Bethany (Lewal-
len) Brewer (‘10), 
was awarded the 2015 
Kansas Horizon Award 
from the Kansas De-
partment of Education. 
The Horizon Award 
recognizes teachers who 
do an exemplary job 
during their first year of teaching. Bethany is a 
fifth-grade teacher at McCollom Elementary in 
Wichita.


